On the night of the 8th November Kanauji Lai
cameinwith despatches from Cawnpore. Hearing
next morning of his arrival, Mr Kavanagh, who was
still at large in spite of Outranks threat, resolved to
broach a scheme which had been forming in his
mind since he had chanced to see the plans of the
city being prepared for the relieving force. Remem-
bering what difficulties Havelock's column had
encountered, although both Outram and Moorsom
were familiar with the city, and believing that the
enemy were now in even greater strength, Kava-
nagh thought it would be helpful if someone who
knew the ground made his way out to the Alam-
bagh to guide the column in. Outram's plans and
proposals applied to one route only, and might be of
little use if the chances of war forced Sir Colin to find
another way.
Kavanagh therefore went to see Kanauji Lai,
who was to return that night, and told him that he
thought of going with him in disguise. The runner
replied that the risk of taking a companion, let alone
a European, was too great, but Kavanagh would not
accept his refusal and at last persuaded him to con-
sider the plan. At first Kanauji Lai suggested leaving
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